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What is the Purpose of a Missionary? 

Missionaries  is someone sent-out on a “mission” for the Primary Purpose of 
Proclaiming the Message of the  Kingdom of God.  

 

A. Jesus was the Prime Example of Heralding the Coming Kingdom of 
God:  

Read  Mark 1:14-15  

 14 Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the 
gospel of God, 

 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel.” 

 

The Missionary Work of Jesus 

Message of the: (1) Kingdom — (2) Repentance and (3) Faith in the Gospel 
 

LUKE 9:1-2  
 And He called the twelve together, and gave them power and authority over all the 

demons and to heal diseases. 
 2 And He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to perform healing. 
 

 
Both Luke and Mark use the word Preach / or / Proclaim or The word preaching - 
word KERUSSO ==proclaim is could be translated "as herald"  
 

Kerusso- Root Greek word is Kerux. meaning to preach proclaim with the goal to 
persuade, urge, warn to comply (Ro 10:14; 1Pe 3:19; Mk 16:15, 20 ) 
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In the LXX or Septuagint(Ancient  Greek Version OT)  

-Jonah 1:2 used it the sense of Jonah sent on a Missions to be "urging and 
persuading the  people of Nineveh  to comply to God's warning.  

Their Proclamation was about an Invitation of a King INVITING PEOPLE TO JOIN THIS 
KINGDOM —- the Kingdom of God, and hence also WARNING PEOPLE OF 
THE IMMINENT arrival of a the King.  

 

Mark 6:12  reads They went out and preached that men should repent. 

It goes without saying they would have "talked about the imminency of the Kingdom of 
God, and the requirement of repentance, but also belief in the Gospel as a way 
of ACCEPTING THE INVITATION TO BECOME  Citizens of the Kingdom by 
SURRENDERING to the GOSPEL one is included into the KINGDOM  

 

Therefore, the Activity of Missionaries was part-and-parcel Consumed with Heralding 
the Message of the Kingdom of God, and the necessary requirement of Repentance 
and Belief in the Gospel to PEACEFULLY enter into the Kingdom.  

Sending Royal Heralds ahead were a common practice in Ancient times for a King who 
has Annexed a new Territory to Give People the Conditions of Surrender:  

 In order for rebellious people properly to receive their new King the only white flag of 
surrender would be Repentance and Faith.  

In order to give proper homage to the coming King will be repentance and belief in the 
Gospel would be necessitated.  
 
Thus, the Primary Activity of Missionaries should be Heralding the Message of the 
Repentance, and Faith in the coming King.  
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B. The Apostles were the Prime Examples of Heralding the Coming 
Kingdom of God:  

The Apostles  had their work cut out for them — they were to be primarily consumed 
with just doing what Jesus  sent them to do: PREACHING  

Acts 2:42 - Teaching (didasko, to know or teach. Teaching and, instructing speaking) 
and proclaiming here is the word Katangelllo wich is another word for "convicting" 
people of a message.  

Acts 4:2  didaskolo and katangello both the forms of teaching (didasko, to know or 
teach. Teaching and, instructing speaking) but also  proclaiming here is from the word 
Katangelllo wich is another word for "convicting" people of a message.   

Acts 5:20 -- laleoo -- means simply speaking to people  

Acts 5:42   first time the word Evangelize (Euvangalizomai)  
simply another way of saying he was explaining and telling this man about the Gospel. 
In Acts  8:35  Philip is called the evangelist  

 Acts 11:19 speaking the WORD of God,  and Acts 14:7 again they continued with 
Evangelism. 

Acts 13:13, 16 Jesus as the Fulfillment of the O.T. promises  but also ties the Monarch: 
David  with the Monarch Jesus (the central figure of the OT v. 22)  
c. Jesus as the Promised from the Root of David (v.23; 33)  

 Acts 19:26 -- Paul turned many to God by Persuading them with His message of the 
Gospel  

Reasoning (dialegomai, we get the word Dialogue -- Means To speak or converse back 
and forth with, could also indicate reasoning by  presenting intelligent discussion) Acts 
17:2 Acts 17:17   
-Explaining (diano-igoo, to open the Scriptures, to explain, expound.) or Explicate 
Exposition (Acts 17:3 cf. Luke 24:26, 32)  

Exposition of the Necessity for Christ as the Messiah, who was sent to Suffer, and Die, 
but  rose on the Third day.  
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In Conclusion 

Preaching and witnessing stands out in the New Testament as the main method of 
communicating the gospel of Jesus Christ to others. While the form of oral 
communication may have differed from age to age and culture to culture, the emphasis 
of the Bible is this: an intelligent and effective transmission of the Word of God to 
people. God’s message as encoded in the Bible must be clearly communicated to the 
various people…that has been the mandate since the apostolic era.  
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What is the Main Objective in Missionary Work? 

A. The objective of all missionary efforts are to  establish local churches —a “localized” 
Bride that will Glorify Jesus Christ for an Eternity  

A. The Great Commission Affirms Establishment of Local Church 
Bodies that Glorify Christ  

Jesus would not only Model Baptism to Us as a Powerful MODEL of 
Commitment . . .yet later-on MANDATED Baptism after his ascension to Heaven. In 
Matt 28:19 -- “ Baptizing them and Teaching them to observe”  

Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.), Ac 2:38. 
 

Like those who back in the day of John the Baptist, they would have realized that 
they were asked to Repent of their old natures and identify and associate 
themselves with new group of people who decided to become followers of Jesus.  

Here in  Acts 2:39 is the first practice of Christian baptism COINCIDING the 
BIRTHING OF THE LOCAL CHURCH AT PENTECOST 50 days after the Death 
Burial and Resurrection of Jesus after the first missionary activity in Acts.  

 

B. The Work of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost affirms the Establishment of 
Local Church Bodies to Glorify Christ  

Acts 2:41 confirms that  

So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were 
added about three thousand souls. Ac 2:41. [insert the word -- Church]  
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Baptism with the Holy Spirit was a spiritual work of joining people to an 
ORGANIZATION KNOWN AS THE BODY OF CHRIST.  

Naturally,  water baptism was a powerful symbolic demonstration  someone’s Baptism 
with the Holy Spirit. Since it symbolized someone’s identification as one following Jesus, 
but also belonging to the church which is also known as the BODY OF CHRIST.   
 

So the Organization of New Converts into Organized and Formalized Church was a 
natural outflow of being Baptized with the Holy Spirit.  

C. The Missionary work of the Apostles affirms the Establishment of 
Local Church to Glorify Christ  
The Organization of  Believer into the Local Church Body into Localized membership 
was the Work of the Holy Spirit through the Missionary Apostles   

The local church soon expanded rapidly after Acts 8:1 due to persecution more 'local' 
congregations resulted forcing missionary endeavors.  

And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they 
were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles—
Acts 8:1  

In fact the word "church" was no longer to be referred to as the generic universal and 
spiritual church of God — never seem to be the intent in Acts.  

In  Acts 11:22  they were no longer identifying with the church in Jerusalem as the 
mother or spiritual church but rather the establishment of local assemblies became the 
norm like "church in Antioch in Acts 13:1.  
 

Looking  Acts 14:23 localized church were becoming autonomous and self-governed 
assemblies planted by missionary apostles. Each church became formally structured 
with its own membership rolls, and its own indigenous community of leadership.  
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Acts 14:21 When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many 
disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls 
of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many 
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. And when they had appointed elders for 
them in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom 
they had believed. 

 
D. The Supporting Work of the First Century Church Affirms the 
Establishment and Strengthening of Churches to Glorify Christ   

Acts 15:3 Therefore, being sent on their way by the church, they were passing through 
both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and 
were bringing great joy to all the brethren. 
 v.22  Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, 
to choose men from among them to send to Antioch [Church already established in Acts 
14:23] with Paul and Barnabas—Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men 
among the brethren, 

D.A. Carson affirms the goal of missionary work is seeing the existence of 
and a commitment to the church, the bride of Christ, for it is in the church 
where the love of God is made known and reflected to the nations. 
Missionary work without the goal of the establishment of the  local church is 
like having like planning a wedding without a bride to wed. Therefore, the 
Duty of a Missionary is the Proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
His Kingdom, and the Objective of Missionary work is the Establishment of 
the Local Church Body to Glorify the King. 
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